
MIDWEST ARTS INTEGRATION CONFERENCE SESSIONS

KEYNOTES

OPENING KEYNOTE:  
ACCESS TO THE ARTS FOR ALL: A JOURNEY FROM PARENT TO ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE 
• For all attendees 
• Live synchronous 45-minute session 
• Dr. Ryan Hourigan, Director, School of Music and Professor of Music Education, Ball State  University 
• Presented Monday July 12, 10:00-10:45 am

Ryan Hourigan shares the unique story that has led him to become a leading advo-
cate for the inclusion of students with disabilities in arts education. Ryan invites the 
audience along on his journey from music educator and parent to advocate for change, 
highlighting stories of the exceptional students that have inspired his work along the 
way.

RYAN HOURIGAN is a researcher, celebrated author, administrator, consultant and 
national workshop leader. Dr. Hourigan holds degrees from Eastern Illinois Uni-

versity, Michigan State University and a Ph.D. in Music Education from The University of Michigan and 
currently teaches music education and is the Director of the School of Music and is the CFA President’s 
Immersive Learning Fellow at Ball State University. Currently in its second edition, Hourigan is the co-au-
thor (Alice Hammel) of Teaching Music to Students with Special Needs: A Label-free Approach. Hourigan 
and Hammel’s second book, Teaching Music to Students with Autism, was released in the fall 2013 as well 
as their third edited text “Winding it Back” was released in 2016, all with Oxford University Press. In 2009, 
Hourigan co-founded the Prism Project, which provides an opportunity for Ball State students to gain 
skills in the area of teaching students with special needs. The Prism Project model has been duplicated at 
several other areas around the country. Starting in 2012, Dr. Hourigan provided a series of presentations 
for The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts that are now on the National Roster of presenta-
tions through the Kennedy Center.  

CLOSING KEYNOTE: BUILDING SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL WELLNESS THROUGH THE ARTS 
• For all attendees 
• Live synchronous 45-minute session 
• Dr. Brandie Oliver, College of Education, Butler University 
• Presented Tuesday July 13, 4:15-5:00 pm

Just add Art? Is it that simple? Come and learn about the Indiana Social-Emotional 
Art-Based Learning Competencies and the work being done to highlight the impor-
tance of arts integration.  The saying, it takes a village, could not be more relevant 
than today. Our schools’ needs have reached a tipping point, and we can no longer 
work from silos or fragmented systems.  Social-emotional learning (SEL) needs to be 
integrated, comprehensive, and systemic to support all students’ social-emotional 
and academic growth and development. The arts, and those with expertise in the arts, 
are valuable partners in this work. Learn about how arts integration is a vital piece in 
developing a comprehensive SEL Framework. 

BRANDIE OLIVER is an Associate Professor at Butler University teaching in the Graduate School Coun-
seling Program. Before Dr. Oliver’s current role, she worked most recently as a middle school counselor 
but also has experience at the elementary and high school levels. Brandie sees her role as a resource and 
support for Professional School Counselors as well as an advocate and source of positive change for all stu-
dents, parents, and educators. Her specific areas of interest include social-emotional learning, restorative 



practices, grief and loss, and culturally responsive education. Brandie has served families at Brooke’s Place 
for Grieving Young People as a support group facilitator for grieving teens and also as a grief therapist for 
individual counseling. Dr. Oliver is a co-author of the Indiana Department of Education’s Social-Emotional 
Learning Competencies. She is also one of the authors of Suicide Prevention & Response: A Comprehen-
sive Resource Guide for Indiana Schools, a document written in collaboration with the Indiana Depart-
ment of Education in response to Indiana legislation.  

SESSIONS OFFERED ONLY ONCE

LAYING A FOUNDATION: DEFINING ARTS INTEGRATION 
•  Required session for first-time conference attendees or those who have not previously attended this ses-

sion in their communities
• Asynchronous self-guided online module (takes approximately 60-90 minutes to complete) 
• Led by Sean Layne, drama teaching artist from Virginia 
• Presented Monday July 12, 11:00 am-12:30 pm; access is available pre-conference

This session unpacks the definition of art integration and uncovers the character-
istics of quality integration that align with best practice in education. Join Sean 
Layne, co-author of the Kennedy Center’s internationally adopted definition, as he 
guides you through this informative session. 

SEAN LAYNE, a native of the Washington, D.C. area, received a B.F.A. degree in 
acting and studied acting in London, England.  He is founder of Focus 5, Inc., a na-
tional arts education consulting company which focuses on arts integration across 
the curriculum for grades Pre-K-12.  Mr. Layne presents professional development 

workshops for teachers and has designed training seminars for teaching artists nationwide for the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.  He is also an Arts Coach for the Kennedy Center’s Changing Edu-
cation Through the Arts (CETA) program.  For over a decade Sean Layne acted, directed, and designed sets 
for the InterAct Story Theatre, a professional theatre company that has served more than 4,000 schools, 
museums, libraries, and festivals around the world.  He began working with the Wolf Trap Institute Early 
Learning Through the Arts program in 1989.  As a Master Artist, he has represented Wolf Trap across the 
country and internationally and has designed and piloted new residency and workshop models for the 
Institute. 

DOCUMENTING STUDENT LEARNING THROUGH THE ARTS 
• For all attendees
• Live synchronous 90-minute participatory workshop
• Led by Jamin Carter, visual art teaching artist from Tennessee
• Presented Monday July 12, 11:00 am-12:30 pm

Communicating what students have learned through arts-integrated instruction can be complex and chal-
lenging. How do we share the learning process or the depth of student understanding when a product or 
performance only shows a part of it? In this session, explore purposes, components, and formats for com-
municating arts-integrated instruction and student learning, and consider ways to align them to the needs 
of various constituencies such as school administrators and parents. 



DEFINING ARTS INTEGRATION: THE WHAT AND WHY FOLLOW-UP  
• For all attendees 
• Live synchronous 90-minute session 
• Led by Jamin Carter, visual art teaching artist from Tennessee
• Presented Monday July 12, 1:30-3:00 pm

This session is for those participants who also complete the online, self-guided module “Laying a Founda-
tion: Defining Arts Integration,” on Monday afternoon. Connect with presenter Sean Layne, the co-author 
of the definition, to share thoughts, ask questions, and deepen understanding of the Kennedy Center’s 
approach to arts integration.  Participants will also have the opportunity to put the definition into action 
by participating in an online arts-integrated lesson! Conference participants who have attended the work-
shop “Laying a Foundation” in previous years are also invited to attend this conversational session. 

LINES AND SHAPES: INTEGRATING VISUAL ART AND GEOMETRY 
• For Teachers of Grades of Pre K-2 
• Live synchronous 90-minute participatory workshop 
• Led by Jamin Carter, visual art teaching artist from Tennessee
• Presented Monday July 12, 3:30-5:00 pm

The concepts of lines and shapes are not only central to Pre K-2nd grade mathemati-
cal understanding; they are also building blocks of visual art. In this workshop, explore 
how students can use art to construct and demonstrate their understanding of geom-
etry. Participants will learn basic vocabulary for identifying and describing types of 
lines in works of art. They will also have the opportunity to create their own abstract 
drawings, discovering how this approach fosters creativity and success in all types of 
learners! 

JAMIN CARTER is an educator, activist, artist, and minister who calls Memphis, TN his home. He holds 
a BFA in sculpture and painting and a MAT in visual art education. As an educator, he has many years of 
experience working as a public school teacher in several diverse, Title I classrooms ranging from elemen-
tary art to high school studio art and AP art history. Additionally, he has served as a mentoring coach for 
elementary and middle school art educators across his school district. As a national arts integration con-
sultant with Focus 5, Jamin leads visual art and drama-based workshops in schools, museums, and arts 
centers across the country.  He also collaborates with other consultants on new and existing workshops. As 
an artist, Jamin works in a variety of mediums such as oil painting, sculpture, and mixed media. Working 
out of his studio in Memphis, he participates in exhibitions, volunteers as a consultant for public art works, 
facilitates panel discussions, and occasionally curates shows. 

SUCCESSFUL ARTS INTEGRATION: A REAL-LIFE EXAMPLE
• For all attendees 
• Live synchronous 90-minute session 
• Led by staff from the Edison School of the Arts, Indianapolis
• Presented Monday July 12, 1:30-3:00 pm

Hear from Edison School of the Arts staff to learn about their journey in developing an arts integration 
focus at their school, and engage in discussions with your colleagues as you consider the implications for 
your school.

With Nathan Tuttle, CEO and Executive Director; Amy Berns, Principal; Amber Price, Fine Arts Coordi-
nator; Cinnita Sayles, Middle School Science Teacher; Andrea Arms, 4th Grade Teacher; Maura Renzi, 1st 
Grade Teacher; and Beth Pohl, 1st Grade Teacher



IN REAL LIFE: HOW TO FIND AND FUND ARTS INTEGRATION SUPPORT
• For all attendees 
• Live synchronous 90-minute session 
• Presented Tuesday July 13, 2:30-4:00 pm

If you like what you’re hearing, seeing, and experiencing about arts integration at this conference, but 
aren’t sure how to get started in terms of implementation, this session is for you! Learn how to find teach-
ing artists plus some strategies for funding their work in your school. This session will include a panel of 
organizations—both local and statewide—who employ and deploy professional teaching artists, as well as 
funders presenting information about accessing their resources.

With Lacey Bohlen, Title IV Grants Specialist, Indiana Department of Education; Ernest Disney-Britton, 
Vice President of Community Impact and Investment, Arts Council of Indianapolis; Stephanie Haines, 
Arts Education and Accessibility Manager, Indiana Arts Commission; and Scott Janz, Director of Artist 
Programs, Arts for Learning

SESSIONS OFFERED MORE THAN ONCE

LEARNING TO MOVE, MOVING TO LEARN: EXPLORING EARLY SCIENCE CONCEPTS 
THROUGH MOVEMENT AND CREATIVE DANCE 
• For Teachers of Grades K-2 
• Live synchronous 90-minute participatory workshop 
• Led by Kimberli Boyd, dance teaching artist from Michigan 
• Presented Monday July 12, 1:30-3:00 pm; Tuesday July 13, 10:00-11:30 am and 2:30-4:00 pm

Movement and creative dance provide an opportunity to engage young learners in a kinesthetic way — 
combining the practice of self-regulation and body awareness while tapping into their inherent creativity 
and sense of play. In this interactive workshop, participants will learn simple strategies for integrating 
elements of dance, movement improvisation, and principles of choreography with science concepts. In 
no time at all, students will move to build vocabulary, develop the skills of observing and reporting, recall 
processes and cycles, and create dances that bring science content to life. 

KIMBERLI BOYD, owner of “Dancing Between the Lines,” is a Dancer, Choreog-
rapher, Master Teaching Artist, and Arts Integration Consultant. As Yoga Teacher 
registered at the 500 level, and Yoga Therapist certified by the International Associa-
tion of Yoga Therapists, Kimberli has a passion for moving bodies, hearts, and minds.  
Kimberli believes, “art is powerful – dance is empowering…” and has toured extensive-
ly both nationally and internationally, facilitating workshops and residencies that use 
movement and creative dance as a means of exploring creativity, empowering posi-
tive self-image, workplace wellness, community/corporate team building, and more. 

Whether experienced in person or through virtual platforms, her original body of work, “Reaching the Kin-
esthetic Learner though Movement and Creative Dance,” is a dynamic and highly effective approach that 
integrates elements and principles of dance with key concepts across the curriculum to learning in math, 
science, and language arts for students pre-K through 8 and beyond. 

BARS: LEARNING THE WRITING PROCESS THROUGH RAP 
• For Teachers of Grades 3-8 
• Live synchronous 90-minute participatory workshop 
• Led by Bomani Armah, hip hop teaching artist from Maryland 
• Presented Monday July 12, 3:30-5:00 pm; Tuesday July 13,10:00-11:30 am and 12:30-2:00 pm
In this interactive workshop, Baba Bomani will show teachers how to use aspects of hip-hop art and cul-



ture to create an engaging learning environment. Participants will learn rhyme-based strategies that build 
student writing and communication skills using the five steps of the writing process (pre-writing, drafting, 
revising, editing, and publishing). Through the art of hip-hop, these strategies also enhance vocabulary 
while making connections between essay writing and songwriting. 

For 20 years, BABA BOMANI ARMAH has used his experience as a producer and MC 
to teach arts-integrated workshops, residencies, assemblies, and professional develop-
ment with his curriculum, BARS. Baba Bomani uses his life experiences, mixed with 
his musical and poetic skills, to paint lyrical pictures of life as he sees it and the future 
as he envisions it. His videos have been featured on BET and MTV2, and he has hosted 
and performed everywhere from the Washington National Cathedral to the Fillmore 
in New York City. Bomani is a Kennedy Center for the Arts teaching artist and a roster 
artist with Young Audiences of Maryland, Young Audiences of New Jersey and East-

ern Pennsylvania, United Arts Council of Raleigh and Wake County North Carolina, and Arlington County 
Virginia. Baba Bomani is the founder of Watermelon Day at Sankofa, a yearly celebration of community, 
art, education, and watermelon at Sankofa Video & Books Café. He is also the founder of a literacy and his-
tory club for students called the Frederick Douglass Writing Club. 

STORYTELLING FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM  
• For Teachers of Grades K-2 
• Live synchronous 90-minute participatory workshop 
• Led by Sherry Norfolk, storytelling teaching artist from Missouri 
• Presented Monday July 12, 3:30-5:00 pm; Tuesday July 13,10:00-11:30 am, 12:30-2:00 pm, and 2:30-4:00 pm

In this workshop, participants will explore flexible, adaptable storytelling strategies to reach students with 
all kinds of diverse learning styles. These strategies authentically address cross-curricular standards in the 
primary grades while giving young students with special needs a joyful way to demonstrate understanding 
and achieve their learning goals. 

SHERRY NORFOLK is an award-winning storyteller, author, and teaching artist from 
St. Louis, Missouri. She is co-author of 17 books, including Storytelling Strategies for 
Reaching and Teaching Children with Special Needs and The Storytelling Classroom 
series (four books that explore rigorous, standards-based storytelling strategies for 
learning across the curriculum). A Wolf Trap Teaching Artist, Young Audiences Teach-
ing Artist, and member of five state arts council performing and/or teaching artist 
rosters, Sherry has performed and led residencies and professional development work-

shops across the country and southeast Asia. 
 

REACHING ENGLISH LEARNERS: BUILDING VOCABULARY IN SOCIAL STUDIES THROUGH 
CREATIVE MOVEMENT 
• For Teachers of Grades 2-5 
• Live synchronous 90-minute participatory workshop 
• Led by Lorena Cervantes, dance teaching artist from Virginia 
• Presented Monday July 12, 3:30-5:00 pm; Tuesday July 13, 12:30-2:00 pm and 2:30-4:00 pm

An essential part of the social studies curriculum across grade levels involves understanding various peo-
ples and cultures, both past and present. This workshop provides strategies that connect the elements of 
dance with aspects of the social studies curriculum. Using creative movement to represent people, places, 
and environments helps students deepen their understanding of new vocabulary and facilitates multi-
sensory learning, which explicitly benefits English language learners. Through repetition and movement, 
students can express their comprehension of key concepts and build more profound and meaningful con-
nections to the social studies curriculum. 



LORENA CERVANTES has been the Dance Integration teacher at Bailey’s Ele-
mentary School for the Arts and Sciences for over a decade. She is also a national 
workshop leader for The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and a 
professional dancer.  Lorena was born and raised in Costa Rica. She began her 
professional career as a dancer, was a dance professor at the National University 
of Costa Rica, and the director of the National Dance Company. She moved to the 
Washington, D.C. area in the 1980s and received her MFA in dance from George 
Washington University.  For more than fifteen years, Lorena was a Master Artist for 

the Wolf Trap Institute Early Learning through the Arts program, where she led residencies and profes-
sional development workshops throughout the United States and other countries.  Ms. Cervantes was the 
2017 recipient of the Hispanic Teacher of the Year award and the 2018 recipient of the Hispanic Heritage 
Month Proclamation for Fairfax County Public Schools.  

LITERACY ENRICHMENT THROUGH CREATIVE DRAMA: NARRATIVE  
PANTOMIME IN THE CLASSROOM 
• For Teachers of Grades K–2 
• Live synchronous 90-minute participatory workshop 
• Led by Maria Cary, drama teaching artist from Florida
•  Presented Monday July 12, 1:30-3:00 pm and 3:30-5:00 pm;  

Tuesday July 13, 10:00-11:30 am and 12:30-2:00 pm

Ignite your creativity, deepen your practice, and engage your students through pantomime! This interac-
tive workshop introduces participants to narrative pantomime, a powerful drama strategy that emphasizes 
vocabulary, development, context building, and reading comprehension. Teachers will learn the four ele-
ments of pantomime and identify how to successfully guide students through a narrative pantomime based 
on an image or text. Get ready to set the stage for drama in your classroom! 

MARIA CARY is a professional Theatre for Youth educator. The current Drama and 
Dance Resource Teacher for Orange County Public Schools, she holds an MFA in The-
atre for Young Audiences from the University of Central Florida and a BA in Theatre 
and Elementary Education from the University of North Carolina Wilmington. The 
past seven years have brought Maria opportunities to teach, perform, and share her 
love for young people internationally and throughout the U.S. Her credits as a teaching 
artist include Flat Rock Playhouse (Flat Rock, NC), The Coterie (Kansas City, MO), La 

Isla Bonita (San Pedro, Belize), and Orlando Repertory Theatre. Her passion for creative drama inspired 
When Pigs Fly, a Theatre for the Very Young piece based on Maria’s thesis work, which made its profes-
sional debut Fall 2019 at Orlando Repertory Theatre. You can reach Maria at maria.katsadouros@ocps.net

SINGING THE WORDS: LYRIC WRITING IN THE CLASSROOM  
• For Teachers of Grades 3-8 
• Live synchronous 90-minute participatory workshop 
• Led by Stuart Stotts, music teaching artist from Wisconsin 
• Presented Monday July 12, 1:30-3:00 pm; Tuesday July 13, 12:30-2:00 pm and 2:30-4:00 pm

Music is a central part of most students’ lives; they listen, they sing, they dance.  In this workshop, teachers 
can tap into this natural affinity towards music and learn basic song structures and patterns so that stu-
dents can use to write, sing, rehearse, and perform original song lyrics. This creative process helps stu-
dents demonstrate their understanding of any content area while experiencing the joy of music. No musi-
cal training is necessary; only an interest in singing is needed. 



 STUART STOTTS is a songwriter, storyteller, and author from Madison, Wisconsin. 
He has worked as a full-time performer since 1986 and gives more than 200 shows 
a year for kids, families, and adults around the Midwest, and sometimes farther. Mr. 
Stotts is a frequent presenter at conferences and workshops for teachers, parents, and 
librarians. He has worked extensively as an artist-in-residence in elementary, middle, 
and high schools. He has also released several award-winning recordings and is the au-
thor of The Bookcase Ghost: A Collection of Wisconsin Ghost Stories, Books in a Box: 
Lutie Stearns and the Traveling Libraries of Wisconsin, Curly Lambeau and the Green 

Packers, and most recently, We Shall Overcome: A Song that Changed the World. 

DESIGNING CLASSROOM SPACES FOR ARTS INTEGRATION 
• For all attendees 
• Live synchronous 60-minute session 
• Led by Jessica DiLorenzo, Arts Integration Curriculum Specialist from Florida
• Presented Monday July 12, 11:00 am-12:00 pm and Tuesday July 13, 10:00-11:00 am 

Arts integration and 21st-century learning require collaboration, creation/design, and the engagement 
of higher order thinking. Unfortunately, many classrooms were not designed with this type of learning in 
mind! In this session, explore ways to redesign and organize a classroom’s physical layout and furniture to 
create a flexible space that supports students’ ability to be creative and collaborative while constructing 
and demonstrating their understanding through the arts. 

JESSICA DILORENZO, Arts Integration Curriculum Specialist from Florida holds a 
master’s degree in Elementary Education as well as a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
and theater arts from Rutgers University, New Jersey. Additionally, Jessica has been a 
creative mover her whole life, and she has received over 500 hours of mindfulness and 
yoga training. She has been joyfully integrating the arts and facilitating project-based 
learning in elementary school classrooms since 2006, and she’s led professional devel-
opment workshops for teachers and school leaders since 2013. In 2019, she received 
an award for Leadership in Arts Education from The Arts and Cultural Alliance of 

Sarasota County. She is the Arts Integration and Social Emotional Learning Curriculum Specialist for Any 
Given Child Sarasota, a national consultant, and a coach and mentor to educators, teaching artists, and 
leaders across the nation.


