
Magic Tree House: 
Showtime With 

Shakespeare

This theatrical production is based on the Magic 
Tree House adventureStage Fright on a Summer 
Night by The New York Times bestselling 
author Mary Pope Osborne.

The ǎƘƻǿ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ƻƴΗ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ WŀŎƪandAnnie 
learn when the Magic Tree House whisks them back 
ǘƻ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘŀƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ  ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƛƴƎsibling 
ŘǳƻƳŜŜǘ ǎWilliam Shakespeare himselfτone of 
the greatest writers of all time! ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿΣ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
tuneful tales, is a hip-hop hit with students and 
teachers alike.

The Magic Tree House series has been translated 
into 33 languages, has sold more than 135 million 
copies worldwide and is the#1 best-
sellingchapterbook series of all time.



William Shakespeare
William Shakespeare is a famous British 
playwrightΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
who wrote plays.

Shakespeare lived around the late 16th 
century and early 17th century, and in 
between the reigns ofQueen Elizabeth I
and King James I. Both of them saw some of 
the plays he wrote, which are still 
performed today. Some of the phrases that 
Shakespeare wrote have even become parts 
of our everyday language!

http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/playground/read

https://www.folger.edu/shakespeare-kids

Fun Shakespeare Links!

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/william-shakespeare
http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/queen-elizabeth-i
http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/playground/read
https://www.folger.edu/shakespeare-kids


{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ The Globe 
vs. Clowes Memorial Hall
You are seeing the show in Clowes Memorial Hall, Indianapolis, Indiana, but 
{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ The Globe Theatre in 
London, England.

Opened
ÅThe Globe was originally built in 1599 but was destroyed in a fire, it was rebuilt 

and opened in 1997.

ÅClowes Hall opened in ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƘƻǿ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ мфсоΦ

Structure

ÅThe Globe is built in a round shape.

ÅClowes Hall is built as a symmetrical rectangle.

Seating

ÅThe Globe can seat about 1,500 people at one show.

ÅClowes Hall can seat over 2,000 people at one show.

Stage

ÅThe Globe has a thrust stage, which means three sides of the stage protrude 
into the audience.

ÅClowes Hall has a proscenium stage which means the stage is set back and 
framed like a picture.





From Page to Stage

Theatre artists use a variety of tools to bring a 
story to life on stage including sets, costumes, 
makeup, props, lighting, music, and more

ÅHow do you think these things will be used 
to bring The Magic Tree House to life?

ÅDiscuss and brainstorm ideas with a group.

ÅSketch ideas of sets and costumes.

ÅShare them with the class!



If You Traveled in the 
aŀƎƛŎ ¢ǊŜŜ IƻǳǎŜΧ

ÅWhere would you go?

ÅWho would you see?

ÅWhat would you do?

ÅWhat would your magic treehouse look like?

ÅTalk with your group, write a story, or draw a 
picture then share with the class!

ÅUse the next page for a sample drawing 
space for students to use.





bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΧ

ÅWhat was different from what you 
expected? 

ÅWhat surprisedyou about the show?

ÅWhat was your favorite part?

ÅWhat was your favorite song?

ÅHow do you think the sets, costumes, 
and lights helped to tell the story?

ÅWhat questionsdo you have now?


